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A Note From The Pastors 

From the Pastors…. 

The sermon series for Advent and Christmas is  

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  This familiar Advent 

carol has evolved over the course of 11 centuries.  The 

original Latin text “Veni Emmanuel” dates from the 9th 

century.  The melody is a 15th century French tune that 

was harmonized in the 1850’s.  A verse was added in 

1916 and an additional modification occurred in 1986.   

Each Sunday we will use a different verse as a vehicle 

to explore what the Scriptures tell us regarding 

Emmanuel.   
 

Emmanuel literally means God with us. It is an 

important reminder of the intimate nature of God’s 

love for each of us made manifest in Jesus Christ.  As 

Christians, we not only worship a deity who is as vast 

as the entirety of time and space, but we also worship a 

Savior who lived and died for each and every person, 

and we worship a Spirit who equips each of us as 

needed for the ministry of the Gospel. Most of us take 

pride in our self-sufficiency. We like to think that our 

accomplishments are ours alone. An unfortunate side 

effect of this self-importance is that we also think that 

we must also bear our burdens alone. Emmanuel 

changes our view of reality.  If God IS with us, then we 

are never alone. 
 

Christmas is the story of how Jesus came to us, but it is 

also the story of how Christ continues to be with us. 

“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of 

the age.” Matthew 28:20b 

 

Pastor Bridget and Pastor Neil 
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Advent  2016 

How do you #pictureAdvent? 

Join Christians around the world as we all celebrate Advent, the season when we prepare our hearts, 

minds and souls for the coming of Christ!   

 

This year, let's be sure we don't rush through this special season and go straight to Christmas.  

Advent is a special time, let’s make it a special experience for yourself, your family, and your 

church. Here are a few ways to make this Advent season one to remember! 

 

#pictureAdvent Photo-a-Day  

First, we want to share our Advent celebration with all our friends and family, so we're inviting you 

to use each day's theme to inspire a daily photo. Post each day with the theme and 

#pictureAdvent so we can all be inspired together! These will be posted on Facebook daily, as well 

as in our weekly parent page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Activities 

 

In addition to sharing in the daily devotions, your family can create new memories and traditions 

throughout Advent at home with our family activities. Created to bring your family closer to one 

another and closer to Christ, these activities are sure to make meaningful memories!  Advent  

Adventure envelopes are available outside the Sanctuary.   
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Mission and Service Mission and Service 

Sanctuary Poinsettias  

We invite you to “sponsor” the poinsettias. Your 

gift will help to provide for all of the flowers and 

not just one.  Any proceeds beyond the actual 

cost of the poinsettias will be given to our Hope 

Chest food pantry ministry.  Flowers can be given 

“in memory”, “in honor”, or simply given by an 

individual or family.  Contributions can be in any 

amount, but a suggested donation is $15.  A list of 

the sponsorships will be included in the bulletin 

on Sunday, December 18, and any contributions 

that are not clearly marked “in memory” or “in 

honor” will be listed as “given by.”  Please turn in 

your information by December 11  in order to 

have your contribution included in the list of 

sponsorships.  Please do not write your 

dedication information on your check.  Poinsettia 

forms can be found outside the sanctuary or in 

the church office and using these forms is very 

much appreciated. 

 

Children’s Giving Tree 

Help a child stay warm this winter 

Donate new hats, gloves and scarves to our 

Children’s Giving Tree in the library and take an 

ornament created by VVUMC kids as a reminder 

of your gift to keep local children warm. We are 

also collecting new children’s underwear (for all 

ages) under the tree. All of these items are greatly 

needed as winter approaches. 

Bishop’s Roundup Update 

This year, we rounded up the following items 

for the Bishop’s Roundup Against Hunger: 

 four cleaning buckets 

  eleven health kits 

  a box of children’s H.U.G.S. (hats, 

underwear, gloves, socks) 

  a box of adult’s H.U.G.S. 

  878 items of food and paper goods that 

stayed here at Valley View for the Hope 

Chest. 

 

 Thanks to everyone who contributed! 

 

 

Hospitality Workshop:  

"Much More Than A Handshake" 

January 15, 10:30am 

 

Shaking hands, greeting with a smile, and good 

coffee are all very important parts of our 

morning Welcome Ministry, but strong 

hospitality is so much more. January 15, during 

the 10:30 S.S. hour, Jamey will be leading the 

Hospitality Workshop again for everyone 

interested in participating. True hospitality is 

something that we have to continually work on 

as a community. Join us to learn something 

new, renew your spirit, dis-spell some old tales 

about hospitality and grow as a family. This is 

for everyone, not just greeters, and we look 

forward to seeing you! 
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Special Needs Ministry 

Evening Care had much to be thankful for in 

November! We made adorable snowmen 

decorations that we then sold at the Valley 

View Thanksgiving dinner. Proceeds from the 

sales were donated to UMCOR for hurricane 

relief. We also enjoyed holiday stories read to 

us by author Greg Siebold. His brother, Tim, 

then provided us with a music filled evening of 

dancing and singing! We also celebrated 

November birthdays! We look forward to 

working on our memory books, enjoying gym 

games, having our annual Christmas party and 

a visit from one of our favorites- Maggie 

Rodgers! We will celebrate December birthdays 

and then take a break until January. Starz 

Sunday School follows the same meeting 

schedule as Evening Care and will take those 

two weeks off as well. We always welcome 

interested volunteers! You can reach us on the 

message line to hear the current week's 

activities or leave a message!  913-642-4400 ext 

322 

 

Adult Ministry 

United Methodist Women 

Joy Circle will meet on December 

13th for an 11:30am Christmas 

Luncheon at BRAVOS 

Restaurant in Town Center. All 

are welcome to join us. Call 

Marilyn Trieble for reservations, 

541-9129. 

 

United Methodist Men 

There is no VVUMM meeting 

in December  

 

Farewell To Ray Martin and Family 

Please help the Staff Parish Relations Committee 

in saying good-bye to Ray Martin. Ray has 

served for several years as our Praise Leader 

and Technical Director for lights & sound. He 

has been instrumental (please forgive the music 

pun) in the success of our praise service. Valley 

View has always been Ray's second place of 

employment and it is time for him to simplify 

his life just a bit. Ray's last Sunday will be 

December 18. Please join us in saying thanks 

and wishing him and his family the very best. 
 

Job Postings 

We are seeking to fill the positions left open by 

Ray’s departure. The Staff Parish Relations 

Committee is accepting applications for the 

following positions: 

Technical Director  

Praise Band Director 

Please visit the website for more information. 

 

 

Staff Parish Relations 
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Stewardship Stewardship 

Financial Update 

A few weeks ago, Valley View sent out a 

financial update along with quarterly giving 

statements. If you are a member and give by 

check or with an offering envelope, you should 

have received this communication. At that time, 

we projected that Valley View could finish 2016 

with a deficit of nearly $40,000. That number was 

a worst-case scenario, but we believe that 

transparency is important and that members 

need to be informed. We are pleased to share 

that our current projection is much improved. 

We currently expect a deficit of no more than 

$23,000. How did we experience a reduction 

more than 40%? First, lots of little things have 

added up to about $7,000 in reduced spending 

and increased giving. Secondly, we received a 

special pledge of approximately $10,000 in stock. 

If we all pitch-in and do what we can, our 

potential short-fall could be further reduced or 

even eliminated. Thanks for your faithfulness. 

 

December 31st Giving Deadline 

We are always happy to receive your offering, 

however it must be postmarked or delivered to 

the church by December 31. If you put a check in 

the plate on January 1 and it is dated 2016, it will 

be included on your 2017 giving statement. . 

 

Donate from your smart phone 

Valley View makes it easy for you to give 

anytime from your smart phone. Simply scan the 

image you see here using your phone’s QR code 

reader or go to valleyviewumc.org and locate the 

online giving page. 

 

Advent and Christmas Giving Opportunities 

 

Advent Offering 

Envelopes will be available on multiple 

Sundays for a special Advent offering. These 

contributions will be used to close our potential 

deficit. Please help Valley View finish 2016 on a 

high note and start 2017 strong. 

 

Christmas Eve Offering 

Our entire offering on December 24th will 

support ministries beyond the local church. 

Half of the offering will go to the East 

Zimbabwe Capitol Campaign while the 

remaining 50% will support the Great Plains 

Annual Conference.  In Africa, The United 

Methodist Church is growing at a tremendous 

pace but they lack the infrastructure to sustain 

the growth. Contributions will fund 

construction of the new Zimbabwe East Annual 

Conference building. We have many visitors on 

Christmas Eve and it is important that they see 

our passion for mission. 
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Student Ministry 

2017 Kids Ministry Calendar 

Our children’s ministry team has been hard at 

work planning for 2017.  We look forward to a 

year of growth, service and FUN! Below is 

information about our three main programs we 

will be offering. 
 

KIDSPRAISE 

Let us worship God in all the ways! This time 

will focus on worship through singing, 

instruments, drama, and movement. This group 

meets at 9:00am on Sunday mornings.  
 

KIDSGROW 

We want all children at Valley View UMC to 

know how much God loves them! KIDSGROW 

Sunday School Classes meet Sunday mornings 

at 10:30am (after the children’s moment) and 

are designed to provide spiritual growth and 

knowledge to children age 3 – 6th Grade. 

Two trained, dedicated volunteer teachers lead 

each class each week. In addition to weekly 

Bible story-based lessons, children are 

introduced to Methodist theology, prayer and 

Bible application.  
 

KIDSERVE 

Introduced this fall, this program will continue 

in 2017. KIDSERVE is a monthly community 

service group open to kid’s grades 1-6. This is 

open to every child, regardless if you attend 

VVUMC, another church or no church. We will 

meet one Sunday per month at Valley View 

UMC from 5:30-7pm. 
 

Watch for a calendar of dates in the coming weeks! 

The month of December's theme for youth is 

"You want me to do what?". Each Sunday we 

will focus on our personal call, group call and 

sharing what we've been given. Youth meet each 

Sunday evening 5:30-7pm, dinner included. 

 

Special Dates/Events for Youth: 

 

 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

This year’s Children’s Christmas Pageant, “How 

Do You Spell Christmas”, will be performed 

during both services on December 18. The 

children are VERY excited to share their 

program with you! 

Children’s Ministry 

Children’s Ministry 

December 11th  Interactive Prayer Chapel for 

all youth, regular youth time 

December 16th  
(Friday) 

Youth Christmas Party & 

Tacky Christmas Sweater  

Competition; 5:30-10:00pm 

December 18th  Me3 Serving project at youth, 

regular youth time 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjV2IL51_vPAhXFbD4KHS3wDp8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fnativity%2F&bvm=bv.136811127,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNESNtFxYoeBAgPxsDJbaq-ZJ23A7w&ust=1477681831778544


Staff Information Stewardship 

Pastors 

Rev. Neil Gately Rev. Bridget Gately 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 313 (913) 642-4400  ext. 312 

neil@valleyviewumc.org bridget@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Office  
Dee Hetlinger Amy Woodworth 

Business Administrator 
Scheduling &  

Administrative Asst. 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 310  (913) 642-4400  ext. 311 

dee@valleyviewumc.org amy@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Children  
Janet Loos  Leona Murphy 

Director of Children &  

Family Ministry 

Early Learning Center 

Program Director 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 320 (913) 649-5897   

janet@valleyviewumc.org leona@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Shelley Dopp Meridith Hunt  

Early Learning Center 

Administrative Assistant 

Early Learning Center 

Assistant Director 

(913) 383-9146  

shelley@valleyviewumc.org Meridith@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Youth and Connections Special Needs Ministry  
Jamey Bentley Angie Beck, Twylia Church,  

Director of Youth  

and Connections 

Ginni Duggan and            

Julie Drew  

(913) 642-4400  ext. 321 (913) 642-4400 ext 322 

jamey@valleyviewumc.org eveningcare@valleyviewuumc.org 
  

Music  
Ray Martin Mary Haas 

Worship Leader Chancel Choir 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316 (913) 642-4400  ext. 316 

ray@valleyviewumc.org mary@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Tina Gadwood Jan Barger 

Handbells Organist 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316 (913) 642-4400  ext. 316 

office@valleyviewumc.org office@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Custodians  
Dave Wapelhorst Javier Ruiz 

office@valleyviewumc.org office@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Hope Chest Food Pantry         

Michelle Hess  

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316  

office@valleyviewumc.org  

 Mark Your Calendar 

 

Website 

We have been experiencing technical difficulties 

with the audio uploading of our weekly 

sermons. The “Listen” page has been removed 

from the website until the issues is resolved.  

December 4 Family Worship Sunday,  

no children’s Sunday School 

December 15 Publication Deadline 

Deadline for January newsletter 

inclusion at 9pm 

December 23 Church Offices Closed 

December 24 
(Christmas Eve) 

Services at 5:00pm, 7:00pm and 

11:00pm 

December 25 
(Christmas) 

Service at 10:30am only 

December 26 Church Offices Closed 

December 30 Church Offices Closed 

January 1 Services at  9:00am and 10:30am; 

Family Worship Sunday,  

no children’s Sunday School 

January 2 Church Offices Closed 


